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Department of Pediatrics

Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A. 
President, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso

Dean, Paul L. Foster School of Medicine
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Maureen Francis, M.D., M.S.-H.P.Ed., FACP

Student Awards and Honors
Charmaine Martin, M.D.

Recognitions
Cynthia Perry, Ph.D.

Presentation of PLFSOM Awards
Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A.

Conferral of Degrees
Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A.

Diplomas
Richard Lange, M.D., M.B.A.

Class Oath
Class of 2020

Led by Gold-Headed Cane Award Recipient

Commencement Ceremony



Doctor of Medicine/
Master of Public Health 

(Dual M.D./M.P.H.)

Maria Aleman
Catherine Bui

Joshua Dodderer
Cali Kirkham
Sajid Leelani
Angie Macias

Meena Manivannan
David Morris
Asad Niazi 
Renet Roy

Distinction in Research
and Scholarship

Jorge Guerra 
Christina Lee
Akhil Padarti

Pompeyo Quesada
Peter Shahininan

Distinction in Anatomy

Christina Alvara
Rebekah Bongato-Merren

Jorge Guerra
Brittany Harper
Brian Jacinto
Akhil Padarti
John Pisquiy

Lorenzo Sabido
Andres Santos
Timothy Tran
Loc-Uyen Vo

Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Medical Society

Class of 2020

Christina Alvara
Joshua Dodderer

Cyrus Elahi
Heather Jones

Janice Maliakkal
Elizabeth McCain
Calvin McNelly
Akhil Padarti

Peter Shahinian
Timothy Tran
Bryson Tudor
Jesse Vance
Loc-Uyen Vo

Lindsay Wencel
Jacob Winters

Gold Humanism
Honor Society
Class of 2020

Maria Aleman
Christina Alvara

Jessie Bangs
Cyrus Elahi

Joshua Dodderer
Sajid Leelani

Carlos Lodeiro
Meena Manivannan
Elizabeth McCain
Calvin McNelly
Akhil Padarti 
Grant Pham
Laura Torres
Jesse Vance
Loc-Uyen Vo

Jacob Winters

 

 

Dual Degree and Research Honors

Honor Societies



 Awards and Honors – Match Day Award Recipients

Emergency Medicine
Outstanding Student Award

Paige Williams

Family and Community Medicine
Outstanding Student Award

Garrett Walker

Internal Medicine
Osler Award
Jose Venegas

Internal Medicine
Outstanding Student Award

Noe Caballero

Neurology
Outstanding Student Award

Noe Caballero

Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Outstanding Student Award

Theresa Smith

Pediatrics
Outstanding Student Award

Joshua Dodderer and Elizabeth McCain

Psychiatry
Outstanding Student Award

Andres Diocares and Jessie Bangs

Surgery
Outstanding Student Award

Ashtyn Barrientes



Jorge Guerra
Trent Edwards
Darya Falamarzi
Noe Caballero
Servando Rivera
Kimberly Vu
Brian Jacinto
Ashutosh Agrawal
Blair Quattrochi
HoangAnh Doan
Maggie Scribner
Jesse Vance
Paige Williams
Garrett Walker
Manuel Garza
Christina Lee
Peter Shahinian
Sajid Leelani
Benjamin Chang
Joshua Dodderer
Natalia Luna
John Pisquiy
Brittany Harper
Kevin Fraser
Jessie Bangs
David Morris

Meenakshi Manivannan
Amanda Macias
Angie Macias
Cali Kirkham
Florette Tshiaba
Priyanka Kesavan Chary
Alexandra Willauer
Christina Alvara
Akhil Padarti
Renet Roy *
Hugo Quezada *
Cyrus Elahi *
Shane Lipson *
Maria Aleman *
Calvin McNelly **
Grant Pham **
Lindsay Wencel **
Akhil Padarti **
Heather Jones **
Carlos Lodeiro **
Rebekah Bongato-Merren **
Franz Puyol **
Loc-Uyen Vo ** 
Elizabeth McCain **

*Students with 250 hours or more
**Students with 500 hours or more

(Students are listed by ascending number of service hours accrued)

U.S. Army Captain Maggie Scribner
U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant Stephen Moreland

 

 

Awards and Honors – 100 Hour Club: Service Matters

Awards and Honors – Recognition of Military Service



 

– The Gold-Headed Cane –

The Gold-Headed Cane Award is a long-standing tradition in medicine instituted by the 
Royal College of Physicians in London. The college selected a physician it deemed to be 
an outstanding practitioner to carry the cane.

Dr. John Radcliffe was the first documented physician to carry the Gold-Headed Cane 
in England from 1689 to 1714. Between 1689 and 1825, the cane was presented to five 
distinguished British physicians: Radcliffe, Mead, Askew, Pitcairn and Baille. None of 
these men made contributions to the medical literature, but all were outstanding clini-
cians who exemplified the ultimate in consideration of patient care. The Gold-Headed 
Cane carried by these men now rests in the Museum of the Royal College of Physicians 
in London.

The American Association of Pathologists and Bacteriologists brought the tradition to 
America in 1919, presenting the award to Dr. Harold Ernst, Professor of Pathology at 
Harvard. From Harvard, the cane tradition was picked up by societies in California, 
Pennsylvania and Texas. Dr. William J. Kerr, who initiated the awarding of the Gold-
Headed Cane at the University of California in 1939, felt that while the science of 
medicine had been appropriately recognized and rewarded, the art of medicine “should 
be more forcibly brought to the attention of students, faculty, and to all those concerned 
with the care of patients.” A number of medical schools in the United States have since 
adopted the symbol to recognize excellence in clinical medicine.

The tradition continues at the TTUHSC El Paso Paul L. Foster School of Medicine. The 
recipient is selected jointly by students and faculty as the individual who best exem-
plifies the attributes most desirable in the competent and caring physician. Dr. Herb 
Janssen, a faculty member with TTUHSC El Paso for over 45 years, has handcrafted a 
walking cane and generously donated it to our school. This gold-trimmed walking cane 
and an engraved plaque with the list of recipients’ names will be kept on display in the 
glass cases of the Medical Education Building for years to come.

Gold-Headed Cane Award
(Announced During the Ceremony)

Dean’s Highest Academic Achievement Award
(Announced During the Ceremony)

Awards and Honors - Presentation of PLFSOM Awards



 Presentation of Hoods

Rebecca A. Adams
Hometown: Austin, Texas 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Family Medicine | Natividad Medical Center | Salinas, California

Ashutosh Agrawal 
Hometown: Plano, Texas 
B.S., University of Texas at Arlington 
Match: Radiology-Diagnostic | Spectrum Health/Michigan State University
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Maria G. Aleman
Hometown: Valley Mills, Texas 
B.S., Prairie View A&M University 
Match: Pediatrics | University of Washington Affiliated Hospitals | Seattle, Washington

Christina A. Alvara
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Orthopaedic Surgery | Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, Texas

Jessie A. Bangs
Hometown: Houma, Louisiana 
B.S., Nicholls State University
Match: Psychiatry | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas 
 
Ashtyn B. Barrientes 
Hometown: Odessa, Texas
B.S., University of Oklahoma
Match: General Surgery | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas 

Daniel W. Bassuk
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso 
Match: Internal Medicine | Medical City Fort Worth | Fort Worth, Texas
 
David A. Bastian
Hometown: Sugar Land, Texas
B.S., Brigham Young University 
Match: Radiology-Diagnostic | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Class of 2020
Candidates for the Doctor of Medicine Degree

Reader
Lourdes Janssen

Unit Manager, Clerkship Support



 Presentation of Hoods
Rebekah S. Bongato-Merren
Hometown: Swindon, England, United Kingdom
B.S., Angelo State Univeristy 
Match: Obstetrics – Gynecology | University of South Florida Morsani | Brandon, Florida 

Catherine R. Bui
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Houston 
Match: Internal Medicine | William Beaumont Army Medical Center | El Paso, Texas
 
Noe A. Caballero  
Hometown: Huffman, Texas 
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Psychiatry | University of California San Diego Medical Center
San Diego, California
  
Benjamin Chang
Hometown: Sugar Land, Texas  
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Match: Psychiatry | Kaiser Permanente | Fontana, California

Stephen L. Christensen
Hometown: Temple, Texas
B.M., Brigham Young University 
Match: Internal Medicine | University of South Florida Morsani | Brandon, Florida
 
Andres Diocares
Hometown: San Marcos, Texas
B.S., Walla Walla University
Match: Psychiatry | Duke University Medical Center | Durham, North Carolina  

HoangAnh Doan
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Medicine-Pediatrics | University of Texas Medical School | Houston, Texas  

Joshua K. Dodderer 
Hometown: Abilene, Texas
B.S., Dallas Baptist University 
Match: Pediatrics | Childrens Hospital | Boston, Massachusetts
 
Trent C. Edwards
Hometown: Lawrence, Kansas  
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation | University of Cincinnati Medical Center
Cincinnati, Ohio



 Presentation of Hoods
Cyrus Elahi
Hometown: Plano, Texas 
B.A., Texas Christian University
Match: Neurological Surgery | Saint Joseph’s Hospital | Phoenix, Arizona

Emmanuel I. Enriquez
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso 
Match: Family Medicine | University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Darya Falamarzi 
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Pediatrics | University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio
San Antonio, Texas

Kevin J. Fraser
Hometown: Austin, Texas
B.S., University of Michigan 
Match: Family Medicine | University of Michigan Hospitals | Ann Arbor, Michigan

Manuel A. Garza
Hometown: San Diego, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University Corpus Christi
Match: Internal Medicine | Methodist Hospital | Houston, Texas

Jorge D. Guerra
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso 
Match: Internal Medicine | Baylor Scott & White | Temple, Texas 

David Gustafson
Hometown: Austin, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin  
Match: Pathology | Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, Texas

Brittany K. Harper
Hometown: Dallas, Texas  
B.A., Southern Methodist University
Match: General Surgery | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas 

Michael H. He
Hometown: Beaumont, Texas
B.A., Rice University
Match: Pediatrics | Yale New Haven Hospital | New Haven, Connecticut



 Presentation of Hoods
Brian Jacinto
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Fall Graduate

Heather A. Jones
Hometown: Azle, Texas
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Match: Pathology | University of Texas Southwestern Medical School | Dallas, Texas 

Priyanka Kesavan Chary
Hometown: Austin, Texas
B.A., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Internal Medicine | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas 

Cali L. Kirkham
Hometown: Hamilton, Texas
B.A., University of North Texas 
Match: Emergency Medicine | University of California Irvine Medical Center
Orange, California  

Christina L. Lee
Hometown: Bushland, Texas
B.S., University of New Mexico
Match: Emergency Medicine | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center
Lubbock, Texas

Sajid A. Leelani 
Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin 
Match: Pediatrics-Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation | University of Cincinnati
Medical Center | Cincinnati, Ohio

Shane M. Lipson
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Pennsylvania
Match: Residency Deferred

Carlos A. Lodeiro
Hometown: Caracas, Distrito Capital, Venezuela
B.S., University of South Florida
Match: Pediatrics | Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, Texas 

Russell J. Lolley
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Emergency Medicine | Baylor Scott & White | Temple, Texas



 Presentation of Hoods
Natalia Luna
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso 
Match: Psychiatry | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso | El Paso, Texas
 
Amanda E. Macias
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., St. Mary’s University 
Match: Pediatrics | Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, Texas

Janice G. Maliakkal 
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
Match: Ophthalmology | George Washington University | Washington, D.C. 

Meenakshi Manivannan
Hometown: Flower Mound, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University
Match: Dermatology | Cook County Health and Hospitals System | Chicago, Illinois
 
Stacy K. Mathews
Hometown: Irving, Texas
B.S., Saint Louis University 
Match: Pediatrics | Saint Louis University School of Medicine | Saint Louis, Missouri

Elizabeth L. McCain
Hometown: Hondo, Texas
B.S., Baylor University
Match: Pediatrics | Duke University Medical Center | Durham, North Carolina 

Calvin L. McNelly  
Hometown: Lubbock, Texas
B.S., University of Denver 
Match: Ophthalmology | University of Alabama | Birmingham, Alabama

Stephen W. Moreland
Hometown: Mason, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at San Antonio 
Match: Internal Medicine | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas
H Member of United States Armed Forces 

David E. Morris 
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Pediatrics | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso | El Paso, Texas



 Presentation of Hoods
Ijeoma O. Nduka
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Arlington
Match: Internal Medicine | Cleveland Clinic Foundation | Cleveland, Ohio
 
Asad K. Niazi
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University  
Match: Internal Medicine | Methodist Health System Dallas | Dallas, Texas

Joshua Nichols
Hometown: Burleson, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas 
Match: Radiology-Diagnostic | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas

William J. Oglesby 
Hometown: Pecos, Texas
B.S., Texas Christian University
Match: Family Medicine | University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler
Pittsburg, Texas

Tyler V. Olson
Hometown: Spokane, Washington
B.S., Brigham Young University
Match: Ophthalmology | Nassau University Medical Center | East Meadow, New York

Akhil Padarti
Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at San Antonio 
Match: Neurology | University of South Alabama Hospitals | Mobile, Alabama 

Patrick J. Palacios
Hometown: Laredo, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M International University 
Match: Internal Medicine | University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
San Antonio, Texas

Grant M. Pham
Hometown: Grand Prairie, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Arlington 
Match: Family Medicine | Baylor Scott & White | Temple, Texas

Cong T. Phan
Hometown: Houston, Texas 
B.S.N., University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston  
Match: Ophthalmology | Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, New Hampshire



 Presentation of Hoods
John J. Pisquiy 
Hometown: Wylie, Texas 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Match: Emergency Medicine | West Virginia University School of Medicine
Morgantown, West Virginia

Franz Puyol
Hometown: Alice, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin 
Match: Pediatrics | University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
San Antonio, Texas

Blair A. Quattrochi
Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
B.S., Southwestern University  
Match: Obstetrics – Gynecology | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center
Lubbock, Texas
 
Pompeyo R. Quesada
Hometown: McAllen, Texas
B.S., University of the Incarnate Word
Match: Otolaryngology | University of Kansas School of Medicine | Kansas City, Kansas 

Hugo D. Quezada
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Pediatrics | University of Washington Affiliated Hospitals | Seattle, Washington

Servando Rivera
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Emergency Medicine | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas 

Javier E. Rodriguez 
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Pediatrics | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Michael A. Romagosa
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., Dallas Baptist University
Match: Medicine-Pediatrics | University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston 
Houston, Texas



 Presentation of Hoods
Renet Roy
Hometown: Carrollton, Texas
B.S., Texas Woman’s University
Match: Emergency Medicine | Orlando Health | Orlando, Florida

Lorenzo J. Sabido
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.S., University of Notre Dame
Match: Anesthesiology | University of Texas Medical Branch | Galveston, Texas

Andres Santos
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at El Paso
Match: Pathology | Brigham and Women’s Hospital | Boston, Massachusetts 

Maggie E. Scribner 
Hometown: Guthrie, Oklahoma
B.S., Texas Wesleyan University 
Match: Orthopaedic Surgery | Tripler Army Medical Center | Honolulu, Hawaii
H Member of United States Armed Forces 

Peter S. Shahinian
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.A., Boston University 
Match: Internal Medicine | Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts
 
Theresa M. Smith 
Hometown: Killeen, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Match: Obstetrics – Gynecology | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center
El Paso | El Paso, Texas

Sachin Sreenivasan
Hometown: Amarillo, Texas
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
Match: Internal Medicine | University of Nevada School of Medicine | Reno, Nevada

Laura M. Torres
Hometown:  Tempe, Arizona
B.S., Arizona State University 
Match: Internal Medicine | University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
San Antonio, Texas

Timothy V. Tran 
Hometown: San Jose, California
B.S., University of Texas at Austin 
Match: Dermatology | University of Texas Medical Branch | Galveston, Texas 



 Presentation of Hoods
Austin L. Trotter
Hometown: El Paso, Texas 
B.A., University of North Texas
Match: Psychiatry | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Florette K. Tshiaba
Hometown: Dallas, Texas
B.S., Texas Woman’s University
Match: Pediatrics | West Virginia University School of Medicine | Morgantown,
West Virginia 
 
Bryson N. Tudor 
Hometown: Orem, Utah
B.S., Brigham Young University
Match: Ophthalmology | University of Arizona College of Medicine South Campus
Tucson, Arizona

Angie Uvina
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.A., Marquette University
Match: Family Medicine | Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Jesse M. Vance 
Hometown: Glendale, Kentucky 
Pharm. D., University of Kentucky
Match: Internal Medicine | Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical Education 
Rochester, Minnesota
 
Jose A. Venegas II 
Hometown: Laredo, Texas
B.S., Texas State University  
Match: Internal Medicine | Baylor College of Medicine | Houston, Texas

Loc-Uyen N. Vo
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Orthopaedic Surgery | University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio 
San Antonio, Texas

Vansh Vohra
Hometown: Katy, Texas
B.S., University of Houston
Match: Fall Graduate 

Kimberly C. Vu
Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Pediatrics | University of Texas Medical School | Houston, Texas



 Presentation of Hoods
Garrett W. Walker  
Hometown: Trinity, Texas
B.S., Sam Houston State Universtiy
Match: Family Medicine | University of Kansas School of Medicine | Wichita, Kansas
 
Stephen Watty 
Hometown: Salt Lake City, Utah
B.S., Yale University
Match: Medicine-Pediatrics | Indiana University School of Medicine
Indianapolis, Indiana

Kyle A. Webster
Hometown: Plano, Texas
B.S., Boston University
Match: Family Medicine | Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare | Tallahassee, Florida
 
Lindsay W. Wencel
Hometown: College Station, Texas
B.A., University of Mississippi
Match: Emergency Medicine | Orlando Health | Orlando, Florida

Alexandra N. Willauer
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Internal Medicine | University of Cincinnati Medical Center | Cincinnati, Ohio 

Paige D. Williams 
Hometown: El Paso, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Match: Emergency Medicine | Baylor Scott & White | Temple, Texas 
 
Jacob M. Winters
Hometown: Fort Wayne, Indiana
B.A., Purdue University
Match: Ophthalmology | University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
 
Jingyang Ye
Hometown: Houston, Texas
B.S., University of Texas at Austin
Match: Internal Medicine | University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler
Tyler, Texas

Zarmeen Zaheer
Hometown: Dallas, Texas
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Match: Internal Medicine | Huntington Memorial Hospital | Pasadena, California



 Class Oath

At all times, I will remember that I am a servant of humanity.
To this end, I profess the following:

I will uphold and build upon the standards of my predecessors, maintaining a 
scientist’s curiosity while respecting the wisdom of the past. 

I will maintain a reverence for all those entrusted to my care, both in life and in 
death, for they are my teachers. Through competence and compassion,
I will express gratitude for their willingness to help me grow.

Forsaking motivations that could compromise judgment, I will offer treatment to 
the best of my ability with equity for all. I will respect my patients’ 
sovereignty while minimizing harm. 

I will fulfill my role with integrity and humility, in collaboration with my
patients, their loved ones, and our partners in care. Although I am a steward of 
my community, I will remember that I am fallible. I will reflect on my experiences, 
acknowledge my limitations, and seek help whenever needed. I will not only
empower others to maintain good health; I will strive to do so myself. 

Affirming my community and loved ones as a part of my journey, their needs will 
not be ignored. Thank you for the sacrifices you have made, and will make.  

Above all, I will remember that medicine is intrinsically bound to humanity in a 
majestic confluence that shapes and improves upon our society. 

I shall remember this oath and strive towards the ideals it embodies. I take this 
oath solemnly, freely, and upon my honor.



The Office of
Student Affairs offers a 
special thanks to the:

Clinical Department Coordinators

Office of Admissions

Office of Faculty Affairs

Office of Institutional Advancement

Office/Department of Medical Education

Office of the President

Office of Student Business Services

Office of Student Services and Student Affairs

Congratulations
to all of our graduates


